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In many water-scarce areas, farmland and water may be considered as common goods and
natural resources subject to intense ongoing anthropogenic and climatic pressures. These
pressures could potentially result in crises, calling for a renewed management of farming
systems.

Farmland and water are both submitted to various competitive uses with diverse social
impacts: increasing urban sprawl tourist activities, highly labor-intensive agricultural activities,
energy infrastructures (Napoléone & Melot, 2021; Munoz-Rojas et al., 2019). However,
farmland and water are fundamental and limited resources, which induces major risks for
agriculture and natural spaces. If we focus on the Mediterranean areas, water constraints are
already critical and likely to increase dramatically in the coming years, giving rise to
environmental and geopolitical tensions. Farmland is a resource under pressure as well:
political choices concerning the allocation of rights have a direct impact on the organization
of land systems and local communities. Governance mechanisms at the local and national level
have to consider competing interests in rural areas (Perrin et al., 2018).

The scope of this special issue is to explore vulnerability and inequality dynamics challenging
land and water as limited resources for farming and ecological systems. The objective is to
address these challenges with a social sciences perspective in economics, sociology or
geography on agricultural activities and the management of natural areas, with a special but
non-limiting interest in the Mediterranean context. The expected articles may address these
socio-economic challenges by considering public policies, collective actions, power relations
and conflicts at the various scales of the farming systems (farm, landscape, region).

Proposals are expected to fill up knowledge gaps in the comprehensive understanding of
these both dynamics of vulnerability and inequality. Approaches providing insights for an
integrated understanding of land and water resources at a landscape scale will be
particularly welcome. As an example, vulnerability issues of the irrigated agricultural sector
still need to be more documented in a context of multiple risks or even potential collapse for
the access to water resources (Petit et al., 2017). Traditional forms of farmland management
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are also vulnerable in a context of heavy pressures for urbanization and intensification. These
challenges have to be connected to inequality dynamics in the access to land and water as
limited resources. A lower land and water availability may induce exclusionary processes,
especially for small farmers with limited capacities in a context of increasing prices and heavy
competitions with export-oriented agricultural holdings. At the scale of the agri-food system,
this may also impact low-income consumers (Carter & Mesbah, 1993). These vulnerability and
inequality dynamics call for the design of new rules for a sustainable land and water
management (Chartres and Noble, 2015).

The special issue also seeks to understand how changes in the management of land use and
water resources may be connected. Among others, the intensification of farming systems is a
possible example of this interaction. The high fragmentation of land tenure patterns may
induce intensification strategies requiring more water consumption (see Debolini et al., 2018
or Soulard et al., 2017 for Mediterranean areas). By contrast, resilient strategies to maintain
collective forms of land and water management may be implemented in other contexts
(Oteros-Rozas et al., 2013, Ragkos et al., 2020). These interactions between the management
of land and water resource should be explored through the lens of socio-economic dimensions
referring to farmers and landowners’ strategies, coordination and conflicts between
stakeholders and the implementation of public policies (Hassenforder & Barone, 2019,
Bouleau 2017).

We suggest the following topics as possible perspectives among others:

1 - New land uses and tensions between different profiles of landowners or various
productive processes in irrigated agriculture in water-scarce areas (from extensive
systems on dryland to irrigated and intensive farms);

2 - Analysis of public policies for the management of water and land resources:
investment, support measures, mitigation of environmental impacts and regulation;

3 - Innovations in the governance of land and water resources in agricultural systems;
4 - Scenarios for more sustainable agricultural models at territorial level

The first version of the paper should be submitted via the RAFE website by January 8th 2024
at the latest. It may be written in French or English. The publication is in any case in English.
In the event of the first version of the paper being written in French, the translation of the
final version is to be done by a native English speaker and will be at the authors’ expense. All
papers will be subject to a double evaluation. With each evaluation feedback, a team of two
(a RAFE editor and a special issue’s coordinator) will take the decision (rejection, minor
revision, major revision, acceptance). Papers not accepted before the special issue
publication, if eventually accepted, will be published in a later issue.

Manuscripts should not exceed 60,000 characters (including references). Further instructions
for submissions are available on the Review of Agricultural, food and Environmental Studies
website.
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